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All: We will live generously, with open hands, loving one 
 another as if our lives depended on it.  We will be 
 good stewards of the gifts we have received. 
 

*Benediction  
 

Sung Benediction - “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Please, be seated for the playing of the Postlude 

Postlude  

 
Sincere sympathy from the Congregation of 

Sydenham-Heritage United Church is extended to 
the family of Joan Crawford who has passed 

away. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

If you know of anyone in our church family who may be in 
need of Pastoral Care due to illness, death of a loved one, 
etc. please contact Rev. Bill MacKinnon by calling him directly 
at 905-516-1962 or let the office know by phone or email.  

MINISTERS - ALL OF US BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
Rev. William MacKinnon, Minister of Pastoral Care   
Rev. Wayne Myhre, Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Con Estoesta, Minister Emeritus (VAM) 
Charlie Henderson, Interim Music Director 
Aileen Johnston, Sunday School Superintendent 
Linda Brown, Custodian      
Aileen Johnston, Office Coordinator  
Audio/Video Techs, Lyle Sylvester, Jim Linington 
Organists Bell Lane, Cynthia Advincula, Ruth Sylvester, Pat Dawood 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Building the Kin-dom of God 



 

 

Welcome to Worship! 

VU refers to Voices United, MV refers to More Voices 
 

While reading our bulletin you will notice some bold print. This 
indicates that the congregation will read these passages aloud 
together.   
 

Please note that the Hymns will not be announced 
 

*Indicates to stand as you are able    
 

Musical Prelude   
 

WE GATHER  
 

WELCOME TO ALL 

The Life and Work of the Church 

Welcome Visitors 

Celebrating of Birthdays/Anniversaries etc. 

 
 

Passing and Sharing of the Peace and Love 

Namaste, the Breath of God within me recognizes the Breath of 
God within you. 
Namaste, the Breath of God within me recognizes the Breath 
of God within you. 
Time of silence and contemplative prayer.   “Amen” 
 

Acknowledgement of First Nation's Traditional 

Territory (Continuing Our Journey of Reconciliation and Justice) 

For thousands of years First Nations people have walked in this 
land.  Their relationship with the land is at the center of their lives 
and spirituality.   
We are gathered on the traditional territory of the Neutral,  
Anishnawbe (Ah-nish-nah-bay) and Haudenosaunee (Ho-deh-no-
show-nee) peoples. 
We acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout 
the ages. 
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One: You keep us loving. You, the God whose name is love, 
 want us to be like you - to love the loveless and the 
 unlovely and the unloveable; to love without jealousy or 
 design or threat; and, most difficult of all, to love 
 ourselves. Thank you . . . for the loving time. 
All: And in all this, you keep us. Through hard questions 
 with no easy answers; through failing where we 
 hoped to succeed and making an impact when we felt 
 we were useless; through the patience and the 
 dreams and the love of others; and through Jesus 
 Christ and his spirit, you keep us.  Thank you . . . for 
 the keeping time, and for now, and for ever. 
 
(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

Lord's Prayer (Anglican Book of Common Prayer, 1662). 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

WE GO - TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HEALING 

OF THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn - #145MV “Draw the Circle Wide” 
 

Extinguishing the Christ Candle 

One: We extinguish this candle - the Christ candle - knowing 
that Christ continues to be present, in us, with us, and 
through us. 

 

*Commissioning 

One: Go now into the world, inspired by the extravagant love of 
 God.  
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One: Within these words, let us hear the word of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Ministry - “Hymn to Freedom” [Peterson] 
 

Reflection - “Here’s mud in your eye!”  
 

WE REFLECT 

 

*Hymn -  #138MV “My Love Colours Outside the Lines” 
 

Invitation to Offering 

 

*Offering Dedication - #537VU “Your Work, O God” 
 

*Offering Prayer  (unison) [by Robin Wardlaw] 

All you who hunger, gather round.  All you who thirst for 
God, listen up. 
Here are the seeds of something great and good. 
With these gifts, we give seeds of love and justice to sow 
in our world.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Prelude  

 - #161MV (v1,4) “I Have Called You by Your Name” 
 

Prayers of the People (from the Iona Community) 

One: You keep us waiting.  You, the God of all time, want us to 
 wait for the right time in which to discover who we are, 
 where we must go, who will be with us, and what we must 
 do. Thank you . . . for the waiting time. 
All: You keep us looking.  You, the God of all space, want 
 us to look in all the right and wrong places for signs 
 of hope, for people who are hopeless, for visions of a 
 better world which will appear among the 
 disappointments of the world we know. Thank you . . . 
 for the looking time. 
 
(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
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*Hymn/ Entrance of the Word & Light 

 - #112VU “O God, How We Have Wandered”  
 

*Lighting the Christ candle 

One: We light this candle – the Christ candle – to remind us 
  that Christ is present with us now.  
 

*Call to Worship  

One: God declares: There is a time to break down and a time 
 to build up. 
All: This is a time to build up God’s creation! 
One: There is a time to mourn, and a time to dance, 
All: This is a time to dance in God’s creation! 
One: A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. 
All: This is a time to shout God’s praise with joy, in 
 celebration of all God’s blessings and the gifts of 
 God’s creation. 
One: Come, for this is time to worship. 
 

Prayer of Approach (In unison)  
Merciful God, You call us to be salt of the earth and light of 
the world. We confess that our presence is often bland 
and gloomy.  Forgive us when we fail to be an influence 
for good, and when we condone or do what we know is 
wrong.  Help us to flavour the earth with righteousness 
and to reflect the light of your love in a dark world; 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

WE HEAR 

 

*Hymn - #122MV “This Is the Day”  
 

Time for the Young in Heart 

 

Hymn - #122MV “This Is the Day”  
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Readings from Scripture 

Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, 
myth or story, listen to these words now for the teaching they 
hold for you today. 
 

John 9:1-41 
 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  
His disciples asked him, “teacher, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him.  We must work the 
works of God who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 
no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.”  When Jesus had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then the man went and washed 
and came back able to see. 
 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?”  Some were saying, “It is he.”  Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.”  He kept saying, “I am the man.”  
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  
He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on 
my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  Then I went 
and washed and received my sight.”  They said to him, “Where 
is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind.  Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also began to 
ask him how he had received his sight.  He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes.  Then I washed, and now I see.”  Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
observe the sabbath.”  But others said, “How can a man who is 
a sinner perform such signs?”  And they were divided.  So they 
said again to the blind man,  “What do you say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened.”  He said, “He is a prophet.”  The 
people did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had 
received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you  
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say was born blind?  How then does he now see?”  His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will 
speak for himself.”  His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the crowd; for they had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask 
him.”  So for the second time they called the man who had 
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God!  We know 
that this man is a sinner.”  The man answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.”  They said to him, “What did he do to you?  
How did he open your eyes?”  The man answered them, “I 
have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you 
want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become his 
disciples?”  Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.”  The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.  
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.”  They answered him, “You 
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?”  And 
they drove him out. 
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  He 
answered, “And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may believe 
in him.”  Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” The man said, “Lord, I believe.”  And 
he worshiped Jesus. 
 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that 
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.”  Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But now that 
you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 


