
 

She tells one story of a sponsor who renovated their 
basement after it flooded and immediately planned to 
sponsor a refugee in the new space. 
 
“Who thinks like that?!” Alvarez exclaims with wonder and 
awe. “It’s just so beautiful!” 
 
The refugee stayed with his sponsors for years, and they 
became an adopted family to one another. “The sponsor 
told me, ‘We have no kids, so this was an unexpected 
blessing,’” Alvarez recalls, tearing up. “That’s one example 
of someone opening their home in their home, in their 
heart, and allowing themselves to be transformed.” 
 
When we help protect one refugee from persecution, 
death, or years in a refugee camp, we save the world for 
that one person—and just maybe for ourselves, too. 
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Welcome to Worship! 
VU refers to Voices United, MV refers to More Voices 
 

While reading our bulletin you will notice some bold print. This 
indicates that the congregation will read these passages aloud 
together.   
 

Please note that the Hymns will not be announced 
 

*Indicates to stand as you are able    
 

Musical Prelude  
 
 

WE GATHER  
 

Acknowledging the Land 
One: For thousands of years First Nations people have walked in 
 this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of 
 their lives and spirituality. 
 We are gathered today on the traditional territory of the 
 Neutral, Anishnawbe and Haudenosaunee peoples. 
All: We acknowledge their stewardship of this land 
 throughout the ages. 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Passing and Sharing of Peace and Love 
One: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
All: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
Time of silence and contemplative prayer.  
Amen. 
 

*Hymn - #87VU  “I Am the Light of the World” 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
One: We light this candle – the Christ candle – to remind 
 ourselves us that Christ is present in our midst. 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 

Making a Home for Refugees: ChrisAnn Alvarez’s 
Work 

 

“There’s this huge misconception that refugees choose to be 
refugees.” 
Imagine being forced to leave your home. 
 
Set adrift, hoping to find a place to land, somewhere safe so 
you can rebuild your life. 
 
“There’s this huge misconception that refugees choose to be 
refugees,” says ChrisAnn Alvarez, Refugee Support at The 
United Church of Canada. “It’s not a choice. It’s something 
they’re forced into.” 
 
It’s a reality that is faced by millions of refugees, and it’s a 
reality that is becoming more and more prominent. More 
people are displaced today than ever before: 100 million, says 
the UN Refugee Agency. 
 
That’s the equivalent of three Canadas. 
 
There are many causes: human conflict, climate change, 
human rights violations, and more. 
 
We can help. 
 
Your gifts provide food, water, sanitation, and social support to 
people forced to flee their homes. Mission & Service creates 
educational and confidence-building programs in refugee 
camps. 
 
Mission & Service also helps refugees find new homes. 
“Congregations form sponsorship groups together to sponsor 
the refugee,” Alvarez explains. “What Mission & Service allows 
is for them to sponsor through their own congregation.” 
 

https://united-church.ca/donate
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*Call to Worship 

One: This is no ordinary place.  This is a house of God. 
All: This is a place where prophets cry out for justice 
 and peace. 
One: This is a place where God reaches into the centres of 
 our lives, offering us the gift of holy love. 
All: This is no ordinary gathering.  This is a house of 
 God. 
 

Prayer of Approach (unison)  
Loving God, source of our living – we do not always 
accept new growth within us.  Often, we fail to see the 
beauty of the world, to recognize the love that you offer 
to us each day.  Often, we are too busy to see you in our 
midst.  To look with large eyes and open hearts to see 
you in our midst.  Uncurl our clenched hands so that we 
may see you and accept the gift of new life fully. 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

WE HEAR 

 
Readings from Scripture 

Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, 
metaphor, myth or story, listen to these words now for the 
teaching they hold for you today. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose.  For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that 
each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 
or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.”  Has Christ 
been divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 
 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in  
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my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 
 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of 
Christ might not be emptied of its power.  For the message 
about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Matthew 4:12-23 
 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 
withdrew to Galilee.  Jesus left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might 
be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by 
the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee - the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned.”  From that time 
Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 
 As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea - for they were fishermen.  And Jesus 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  
Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went 
from there, Jesus saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately 
they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 
and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 
 

One: Within these words, let us hear the word of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Ministry 
  

Reflection: They left their nets 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SYDENHAM-HERITAGE NEWS 

January 22, 2023 

Sunday, January 22 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
BBQ 
 

Monday, January 23 

9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall) 
2:00pm Mindfulness Meditation (Fellowship Room) 
6:30pm Brant County Singers (Calder Hall) 
 

Tuesday, January 24 
9:00am Fix-it Crew 
10:00am Coffee Time (Calder Hall) 
1:00pm Crafty Friends (Sunshine Room) 
1:00pm Drum Circle (Calder Hall) 
6:30pm Prayer Group (Zoom) 
7:00pm Crafty Friends( Sunshine Room) 
7:00pm Mindfulness Meditation (Zoom)  
 

Wednesday, January 25 
8:30am Outreach Project (Kitchen) 
9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall)  
10:30am Coffee (Fellowship Room) 
 

Thursday, January 26 
11:00am Gathering Time (Mall) 
7:00pm Choir (Sanctuary) 
8:00pm Video Club (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 29 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 



 

 

Masking inside our church building is optional. 
As your church board we know this to be an emotional and 
very personal choice, so remember to be kind and respect 
each other’s decision to mask or not mask. The board will 
continue to monitor monthly as agreed upon and will keep 
the congregation advised and included accordingly. 

At Home & Needing Our Prayers: Heather Mac-
Millan, Jean Maich; Marion Brose, Megan Cousins; 
Dolly & Jim Mammourias; Delores Jackson; Norma 
& Ken Preece, Doreen Maynard, Dakota Leighton, 
Larry Advincula, Peggy Day 
St. Joe’s Lifecare: Bob Bell       
BGH: Carey Maynard 
Prayer Cycle: Jan 22nd - York 

MINISTERS - ALL OF US BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
Rev. Wayne Myhre, Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Con Estoesta, Minister Emeritus 
Trevor Dalton, Music Director 
Bob Woodhouse, Custodian      
Aileen Johnston, Office Coordinator  
Audio/Video Techs:  
     Lyle Sylvester, Jim Linington, Greg Pickard 
Musicians Bell Lane:  
     Cynthia Advincula, Ruth Sylvester,  

Please remember if you turn anything on 
(such as the coffee maker) you are responsi-
ble for making sure it is turned off and  
anything you dirty (such as cups) you need 
to clean and put away 
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WE REFLECT 
 

*Hymn - #113MV “Jesus Saw Them Fishing”  
    

Invitation to Offering 
 

*Offering Dedication - #191MV “”What Can I Do?””  

What can I do?  What can I bring?   
What can I say?  What can I sing? 
I'll sing with joy.  I'll say a prayer.   
I'll bring my love.  I'll do my share. 
 
Words and music: Paul Rumbold and Michele McCarthy copyright @ by 
Paul Rumbold and Michele McCarthy. Arranged: Alan C. Whitmore 
copyright @ 2005 Alan C. Whitmore. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
ONELICENSE #A724934 
 

*Offering Prayer  (unison) 

In the name and in the spirit of Jesus, we bring our gifts to 
you, O God.  Help us to give them with a ready mind, a 
willing spirit, and a joyful heart.  Amen. 

 

Preparation for Prayer - #21MV “Open Our Hearts” 
Open our hearts, open our minds.   
Open our lives to you O loving God. 
(sing 3 times) 
 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee copyright @ Jim and Jean Strathdee, 
2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

Prayers of the People  
One: Creator God, you imagined a world of diverse people who 
 could live in peace. 
All: You imagined people who would celebrate 
 differences and individuality. 
One: But we pull back from seeing the humanity of our own 
 neighbours. 
All: We withdraw in fear, from people we don’t know, from 
 traditions we don’t understand. 
One: We want to be open-minded, but only so far. 
All: We want to celebrate diversity, but only so far. 
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(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: Living among us, you know how hard it is to embrace the 
 other. 
All: You yourself once called a woman a “dog” 
One: You knew the sting of religious bigotry - from both sides. 
All: You know the limitations of human nature. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: And yet, your spirit calls us to more than this.  We are 
 called to live out peace. 
All: Your spirit calls us to see the human in each other. 
One: Your spirit calls us to see the divine in each other. 
All: Your spirit calls us to the peace - the salaam - that 
comes from the fullness of new life. 
One: Your spirit calls us back to your vision of diversity and 
 peace. 
All: Your spirit calls us forward to your vision of diversity 
 and peace. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

Lord's Prayer (CEV Contemporary English Version, 1991)) 
Our Father in heaven, help us to honor your name. 
Come and set up your kingdom, so that everyone on earth 
will obey you, as you are obeyed in heaven. 
Give us our food for today. 
Forgive us for doing wrong, as we forgive others. 
Keep us from being tempted and protect us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

WE GO - TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HEALING 
OF THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn - #1MV “Let Us Build a House“ 
 

*Extinguishing the Christ Candle 
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One: We extinguish this candle – the Christ candle – knowing 
 that Christ continues to be present, in us, with us, and 
 through us. 
 

*Commissioning 

One: The Spirit moves within you, and frees you from 
 prejudice. 
All: The Spirit moves within you, and frees your 
 imagination. 
One: The Spirit moves within you, leading you to healing and 
 wholeness. 
All: When we feel the Spirit moving, we will rejoice. 
 

*Benediction 

 

Sung Blessings - “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know God will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe.   
Reach out to others, so all the world will see. 
God will be there, present in our love. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 

Join us for coffee 
go to sydenham-heritage.ca, scroll down to the 
calendar, and click the link for Sunday ZOOM 

 
Sincere sympathy from the Congregation of 
Sydenham-Heritage United is extended to 

Brenda Dunsdon on the passing of her nephew 
Art Whitaker 

 
. 
 


