
 

 
Although Mission & Service has recently focused on 
COVID-19 relief, there’s another looming catastrophe that 
requires our immediate attention. “Without a doubt, climate 
change worries me the most,” Hoang says. “We’re seeing 
increases of droughts, floods, and severe storms that have 
destroyed crops and agricultural land.” 
 
The more we support Mission & Service, the better we can 
respond to climate calamities. “People who contribute the 
least to greenhouse gases are often the most impacted by 
climate change,” Hoang explains. 
 
Your gifts have made―and will continue to make―huge 
differences around the world. Wherever an emergency 
strikes, thanks to you, Mission & Service is there to help. 
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Welcome to Worship! 
VU refers to Voices United, MV refers to More Voices 
 

While reading our bulletin you will notice some bold print. This 
indicates that the congregation will read these passages aloud 
together.   
 

Please note that the Hymns will not be announced 
 

*Indicates to stand as you are able    
 

Musical Prelude  
 
 

WE GATHER  
 

Acknowledging the Land 
One: For thousands of years First Nations people have walked in 
 this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of 
 their lives and spirituality. 
 We are gathered today on the traditional territory of the 
 Neutral, Anishnawbe and Haudenosaunee peoples. 
All: We acknowledge their stewardship of this land 
 throughout the ages. 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Passing and Sharing of Peace and Love 
One: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
All: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
Time of silence and contemplative prayer.  
Amen. 
 

*Hymn - #506VU  “Take My Life and Let it Be” 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
One: We light this candle – the Christ candle – to remind 
 ourselves us that Christ is present in our midst. 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
Real Time Relief Really Makes a World of Difference: 

Thivan Hoang’s Work 
 

“There is no ‘us’ and ‘them.’ We are one community.” 
First there was the pandemic. 
 
Then Russia invaded Ukraine, causing a global energy crisis 
and worldwide food shortages. These in turn worsened an 
already precarious food security situation for many 
communities. 
 
According to UN OCHA, “the largest global food crisis in 
modern history is unfolding.”* 
 
At a time when it feels like there’s a new crisis confronting us 
each and every day, it’s reassuring to know that Mission & 
Service partners provide real-time relief around the world on a 
daily basis. 
 
Program Coordinator for Sustainable Development and 
Humanitarian Response at The United Church of Canada, 
Thivan Hoang, reminds us, “There is no ‘us’ and ‘them.’ We 
are one community.” 
 
The United Church is an integral part of a multinational 
network of partners and ecumenical relationships in over 120 
countries. That means whenever there’s an emergency, 
Mission & Service is there to help. 
 
In 2020, a major explosion ripped through Beirut, killing 200 
people and injuring 7,000 more.** 
 
Thanks to generous gifts to Mission & Service, we were able to 
support partners to respond quickly, providing critically 
important tools that helped to free people who were trapped 
under the rubble. And as the city recovers, Mission & Service 
partners continue to assist in rebuilding schools, homes, and 
other infrastructure. 
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*Call to Worship 

One: Greeting to you all - my brothers and sisters in faith. 
All: We gather now to celebrate the presence of God, 
One: and the love from God we find in each other. 
All: We gather, mindful of the life and ministry of Jesus, 
One: and the life that each of us are called to live. 
All: We gather as pilgrim people, seeking out ways to 
 live out our faith. 
One: We gather to support each other, as we continue on our 
 journey of life. 
All: We rejoice.  God is with us! 
 

Prayer of Approach (unison) [from Uruguay] 
God, you placed me in the world to be its salt. I have been 
afraid of committing myself, afraid of being stained by the 
world.  I did not want to hear what “they” might have to 
say. And my salt dissolved as if in water. Forgive me, 
Jesus. 
God, you placed me in the world to be its light. I was 
afraid of the shadows, afraid of poverty. I did not want to 
know other people’s struggles.  And my light slowly 
faded away. Forgive me, Jesus.  
God, you placed me in the world to live in community.  
Thus you taught me to love, to share in life, to struggle 
for bread and justice, your truth incarnate in my life. So 
be it, Jesus.  Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance  
 

WE HEAR 

 
Readings from Scripture 

Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, 
metaphor, myth or story, listen to these words now for the 
teaching they hold for you today. 
 

Romans 6:1-11 
 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in 
order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of  
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us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Christ. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to 
be baptized by him.  John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then he consented.  And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

One: Within these words, let us hear the word of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Ministry 
  

Reflection: Baptism: waking to new life 
 

WE REFLECT 
 

*Hymn - #563VU “Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”  
    

Invitation to Offering 
 

 

 
 
 

SYDENHAM-HERITAGE NEWS 

January 15, 2023 

Sunday, January 15 
9:00am Worship @ Seasons Bell Lane 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, January 16 

9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall) 
2:00pm Mindfulness Meditation (Fellowship Room) 
6:30pm Brant County Singers (Calder Hall) 
 

Tuesday, January 17 
9:00am Fix-it Club 
10:00am Coffee Time (Calder Hall) 
1:00pm Crafty Friends (Sunshine Room) 
1:00pm Drum Circle (Calder Hall) 
6:30pm Prayer Group (Zoom) 
7:00pm Crafty Friends( Sunshine Room) 
7:00pm Mindfulness Meditation (Zoom)  
 

Wednesday, January 18 
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
8:30am Outreach Project (Kitchen) 
9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall)  
10:30am Coffee (Fellowship Room) 
7:00pm Board (Fellowship Room) 
 

Thursday, January 19 
11:00am Gathering Time (Mall) 
7:00pm Choir (Sanctuary) 
8:00pm Video Club (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 22 
9:00am Worship @ Seasons Bell Lane 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 



 

 

 
 
 

Masking inside our church building is optional. 
As your church board we know this to be an emotional and 
very personal choice, so remember to be kind and respect 
each other’s decision to mask or not mask. The board will 
continue to monitor monthly as agreed upon and will keep 
the congregation advised and included accordingly. 

At Home & Needing Our Prayers: Heather Mac-
Millan, Jean Maich; Marion Brose, Megan Cousins; 
Dolly & Jim Mammourias; Delores Jackson; Norma 
& Ken Preece, Doreen Maynard, Dakota Leighton, 
Larry Advincula,  
St. Joe’s Lifecare: Bob Bell       
BGH: Carey Maynard, Helen Eddy 
Prayer Cycle: Jan 15th - West Minster, St. Catharines 

If you know of anyone in our church family who may be in 
need of Pastoral Care due to illness, death of a loved one, 
etc. please contact Rev. Paul Shepherd at 647-700-7129 or 
let the office know by phone or email.  

MEMORIAMS & DONATIONS 

Donations in loving memory of Larry Sawkins 
have been received from Gail & Brian Merritt;  
Sheila Gollan; Jean Maich; Larry & Ruth Pickard; 
Darrell & Evelyn Picketts (Benevolent); Joan 
McSpadden (M&S); Linda & Wayne Clark; BJ & 

Judy Leighton; Larry & Lori Bate; Bob & Heather MacMillan; 
Donna Marlett; Sharon Davidson. 
A donation in loving memory of his loving wife Marilyn  was 
received from Frank Page. 
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*Offering Dedication - #191MV “”What Can I Do?””  

What can I do?  What can I bring?   
What can I say?  What can I sing? 
I'll sing with joy.  I'll say a prayer.   
I'll bring my love.  I'll do my share. 
 
Words and music: Paul Rumbold and Michele McCarthy copyright @ by 
Paul Rumbold and Michele McCarthy. Arranged: Alan C. Whitmore 
copyright @ 2005 Alan C. Whitmore. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
ONELICENSE #A724934 
 

*Offering Prayer  (unison) 

Loving God, Mother of us all, may these gifts, given 
gratefully, be brought to life through the power of your 
creative Spirit.  But not all of our gifts are on these plates.  
We also offer our energy, our passion, and time, and our 
love to this creation.  Amen. 

 

Preparation for Prayer - #21MV “Open Our Hearts” 
Open our hearts, open our minds.   
Open our lives to you O loving God. 
(sing 3 times) 
 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee copyright @ Jim and Jean Strathdee, 
2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

Prayers of the People  
One: Loving God, Hear our prayers: for the hungry and the 
 overfed, 
All: may we have enough; 
One: for the mourners and the mockers, 
All: may we laugh together; 
One: for the victims and the oppressors, 
All: may we share power wisely; 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: for the peacemakers and the warmongers, 
All: may clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony; 
One: for the silenced and the propagandists, 
All: may we speak our own words in truth; 
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One: for the unemployed and the overworked, 
All: may our mark on this earth be kindly and creative; 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: for the troubled and the secure, 
All: may we live together as wounded healers; 
One: for the homeless and the pampered, 
All: may our homes be simple, warm, and welcoming; 
One: for the vibrant and the dying, 
All: may we all die to sin and live to love. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

Lord's Prayer (The Message, 1993) 
Our Father in heaven,  
Reveal who you are.  
Set the world right;  
Do what's best - as above, so below.  
Keep us alive with three square meals.  
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.  
Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.  
You're in charge!  
You can do anything you want!  
You're ablaze in beauty!  
Yes. Yes. Yes. 
 

WE GO - TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HEALING 
OF THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn - #3MV “River“ 
 

*Extinguishing the Christ Candle 
One: We extinguish this candle – the Christ candle – knowing 
 that Christ continues to be present, in us, with us, and 
 through us. 
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*Commissioning (from a Song of Faith) 

One: Let us go forth empowered by the blessing of the Source 
 of Life, the Living Word, and the Bond of Love; 
All: the One on whom our hearts rely!  Praise God! 
 Amen! 
 

*Benediction 

 

Sung Blessings - “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know God will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe.   
Reach out to others, so all the world will see. 
God will be there, present in our love. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 

Join us for coffee 
go to sydenham-heritage.ca, scroll down to the 
calendar, and click the link for Sunday ZOOM 

 
. 

 

MINISTERS - ALL OF US BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
Rev. Wayne Myhre, Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Con Estoesta, Minister Emeritus 
Trevor Dalton, Music Director 
Bob Woodhouse, Custodian      
Aileen Johnston, Office Coordinator  
Audio/Video Techs, Lyle Sylvester, Jim Linington 
Organists Bell Lane, Cynthia Advincula, Ruth Sylvester,  
Pat Dawood 


