
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
Rising Above Tragedy to Transform 

Lives 
Saidath’s goal is to develop more cooperatives in the 
community..Each year, the Asian Rural Institute (ARI), 
supported through your Mission & Service gifts, invites 

25‒30 grassroots rural leaders from Asia, Africa, and Latin America to 
learn sustainable agriculture techniques at their Rural Leaders 
Training Centre in Tochigi, Japan. 
Saidath Murorunkwere is one of ARI’s most recent graduates. 
Like many other Rwandans, the genocide of 1994 left scars in her life. 
In just 100 days between April and July, an estimated 800,000 to 
1,000,000 Rwandans were killed, the majority of whom were Tutsis. 
“Of Saidath’s extended family of nearly 200, only two aunts and a few 
of her siblings survived. When the Rwanda Patriotic Front forces 
finally stopped the genocide, Saidath, her mother, and her remaining 
siblings had to start over with absolutely nothing. Everything was 
either burned or stolen, including their 42 cows and other livestock,” 
ARI reports. 
To make ends meet through the following years, her mother sold 
charcoal and Saidath worked as a bus driver’s assistant, opening 
doors for passengers and collecting fees. Many days they went 
without eating. Still, Saidath was determined to finish secondary 
school. She became a secretary and eventually studied at the 
University of Rwanda, where she graduated with a degree in 
journalism. 
Despite her education, the pay was low so she began to work as a 
farmer and a social worker with Dufatanye, a non-governmental 
organization that works to fight HIV/AIDS, malnutrition, and poverty 
while promoting organic agricultural practices. In that role, Saidath 
worked with 60 farming families to build kitchen gardens. 
Inspired to make an even bigger difference, she applied to ARI. 
“Nearly 40 percent of the population in my area lives in poverty. Small
-scale farming is the major occupation, and I wanted to learn 
techniques and skills from ARI that I could share.” 
Whether it be environmental conservation, providing education, 
initiating microfinance programs, attaining rights for women and 
children, or organizing aid for refugees, each student of ARI 
graduates with the intention to make a positive difference. 
Saidath’s goal is to develop more cooperatives in the community 
where she can pass on the skills she has learned. “With better 
nutrition, health will improve and children can go to school,” she says. 
Thank you for supporting programs like ARI that inspire extraordinary 
community leaders like Saidath to make a difference. Your generosity 
truly does matter. 
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Welcome St. Andrew’s, Fairview and Harmony to Worship! 

VU refers to Voices United, MV refers to More Voices 
 

While reading our bulletin you will notice some bold print. This 
indicates that the congregation will read these passages aloud 
together.   
 

Please note that the Hymns will not be announced 
 

*Indicates to stand as you are able    
 

Musical Prelude  
 
 

WE GATHER  
 

Acknowledging the Land 
One: For thousands of years First Nations people have walked in 
 this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of 
 their lives and spirituality. 
 We are gathered today on the traditional territory of the 
 Neutral, Anishnawbe and Haudenosaunee peoples. 
All: We acknowledge their stewardship of this land 
 throughout the ages. 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Passing and Sharing of Peace and Love 
One: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
All: Namaste, the breath of God within me recognizes the 
 breath of God within you. 
Time of silence and contemplative prayer.  
Amen. 
 

*Hymn - #117MV “By the Well, A Thirsty Woman”  
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
One: We light this candle – the Christ candle – to remind 
 ourselves  us that Christ is present in our midst. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday July 31st, Dorothy Wagner will be 98.5 so we 
decided to celebrate her birthday while the weather is nice! 
People do Christmas in July all the time right?  
 
We are going to do an informal drop in for HIGH TEA from 
1:00- 4:00 at Seasons Retirement Home, 55 Diana Ave 
Brantford. It will be upstairs in the Country Kitchen. Hats 
welcome for those that want to class up the joint or just 
have fun!!!   
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Sunday, July 24 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, July 25 

9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall) 
 

Tuesday, July 26   
9:00am Fix-it Club 
10:00am Coffee Time (Calder Hall) 
1:00pm Crafty Friends( Sunshine Room)  
1:00pm Drum Circle (Calder Hall) 
6:30pm Prayer Group (Zoom) 
7:00pm Healing Circle for Forgiveness (Fellowship Room) 
 

Wednesday, July 27 

9:30am Safe Zone (Calder Hall)  
9:30am Outreach Project (Kitchen) 
10:30am Coffee (Fellowship Room) 
 

Thursday, July 28  
2:00pm Healing Circle for Forgiveness (Fellowship Room) 
 

Sunday, July 31 
10:30am Worship (Zoom)   
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
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*Call to Worship  

One: This is the day the Lord has made. 
All: A day to gather, a day to reflect, a day to sing. 
One: This is the day the Lord has made. 
All: A day of opportunity, a day to welcome the spirit. 
One: This is the day the Lord has made. 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

Prayer of Approach  
One: You asked for my hands, to be your hands in the world.  
 I started to, but drew back because the work was hard. 
All: You asked for my mouth, to speak the truth.  I gave a 
 whisper, but I did not want to cause any trouble. 
One: You asked for my eyes, to see the pain of poverty.  I 
 closed them, because I didn’t want to see. 
All: You asked for my life, that you might work through 
 me.  I have a small part, but I have so many other 
 things to do. 
One: O God, forgive my calculated efforts to serve you only 
 when it is convenient for me, only in places that are safe 
 for me, and only with people who make it easy to do so. 
All: O God, forgive us, renew us, send us out as usable 
 instruments, that we might take seriously the 
 meaning of the cross.  Amen 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

WE HEAR 
 

Readings from Scripture 

Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, 
metaphor, myth or story, listen to these words now for the 
teaching they hold for you today. 
 

James 2:1-9 
 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of 
favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 
For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into 
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one  
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who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and 
sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that God has promised to 
those who love? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not 
the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that 
was invoked over you? 
 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to 
the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if 
you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors. 
 

John 5:1-18 (MSG) 
 Soon another Feast came around and Jesus was back in 
Jerusalem.  Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem there was a 
pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, with five alcoves.  Hundreds 
of sick people - blind, crippled, paralyzed - were in these 
alcoves.  One man had been an invalid there for thirty-eight 
years.  When Jesus saw him stretched out by the pool and 
knew how long he had been there, he said, “Do you want to get 
well?”  The sick man said, “Sir, when the water is stirred, I don’t 
have anybody to put me in the pool.  By the time I get there, 
somebody else is already in.”  Jesus said, “Get up, take your 
bedroll, start walking.”  The man was healed on the spot.  He 
picked up his bedroll and walked off. 
 That day happened to be the sabbath.  The religious 
leaders stopped the healed man and said, “It’s the Sabbath.  
You can’t carry your bedroll around. It’s against the rules.”  But 
the man told them, “The man who made me well told me to.  He 
said, ‘Take your bedroll and start walking.’”  The religious 
leaders asked, “Who gave you the order to take it up and start 
walking?”  But the healed man didn’t know, for Jesus had 
slipped away into the crowd. 
 A little later Jesus found the man in the Temple and said, 
“You look wonderful! You’re well!  Don’t return to a sinning life 
or something worse might happen.”  The man went back and 
told the religious leaders that it was Jesus who had made him 
well.  That is why the religious leaders were out to get Jesus -  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MINISTERS - ALL OF US BY THE GRACE OF 
GOD 

Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
Rev. Wayne Myhre, Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Con Estoesta, Minister Emeritus 
Trevor Dalton, Music Director 
Linda Brown, Custodian      
Aileen Johnston, Office Coordinator  
Audio/Video Techs, Lyle Sylvester, Jim Linington 
Organists Bell Lane, Cynthia Advincula, Ruth Sylvester,  
Pat Dawood 

SHARED SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 3, 10, 17 worship at St. Andrew’s 
July 24, 31 Aug 7 worship at Sydenham-Heritage 
Aug 14, 21 worship at Harmony 
Aug 28, Sept 4 worship at Fairview 

At Home & Needing Our Prayers: Heather Mac-
Millan, Jean Maich; Marion Brose, Megan Cousins; 
Dolly & Jim Mammourias; Lawrence & Delores 
Jackson; Alice Woods, Margaret Wood, Gary 
Vanderstarre; Ken & Norma Preece 
John Noble: Emily Wood,  Norma Kirkby  
St. Joe’s Lifecare: Bob Bell  
BGH: Carey Maynard,  
Prayer Cycle: July 24th - Mount Zion (Renton) 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
The office will be closed from Tuesday, July 26th and 
will reopen Tuesday, August 9th. 
 

For Pastoral emergencies please call Rev. Paul  
Shepherd at 647-700-7129 
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*Commissioning (based on the Stewardship Prayer, 

Archdiocese of Rochester) 
My church is composed of people like me. I help make it 
what it is It will be friendly, if I am. Its pews will be filled, 
if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will 
make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous 
giver. It will bring other people into its worship and 
fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of 
loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled 
with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I 
shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 
that I want my church to be. 
 

*Benediction 

 

Sung Blessings - “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know God will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe.   
Reach out to others, so all the world will see. 
God will be there, present in our love. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 

Join us for coffee 
go to sydenham-heritage.ca, scroll down to the 
calendar, and click the link for Sunday ZOOM 

 
Sincere sympathy from the Congregation of 

Sydenham-Heritage United is extended to the 
family of Nancy Edmondson who has passed 

away. 
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because he did this kind of thing on the sabbath.  But Jesus 
defended himself. “My Father is working straight through, even 
on the sabbath.  So am I.” 
 That really set them off.  The religious leaders were now 
not only out to expose him; they were out to kill him.  Not only 
was Jesus breaking the sabbath, but he was calling God his 
own Father, putting himself on a level with God. 
 

One: Within these words, let us hear the word of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Ministry  
 - “Climb Ev’ry Mountain” }Markeeta Thompston} 
 

Reflection - Do you want to be well? 
 
 

WE REFLECT 
 

*Hymn - #623VU “Dear Weaver of Our Live’s Design”  
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

*Offering Dedication - #518VU (v2) “As Those of Old”  

A world in need now summon us to labour, love, and give, 
to make our life an offering to God, that all may live. 
The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come 
true: 
a world redeemed, by Christlike love, all life in Christ made 
new. 
 
Words: Frank von Christierson 1960, alt. copyright @ 1961 The Hymn 
Society. Music: English trad. melody, harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams 1906. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

*Offering Prayer  (unison)  

We bring our gifts to you, God. Here is the work of our 
hands, and here is the love of our hearts. Accept them and 
use them, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Preparation for Prayer - #90MV “Don’t Be Afraid” 
Don't be afraid.  My love is stronger, my love is stronger than 
your fear. 
Don't be afraid.  My love is stronger and I have promised, 
promised to be always near. 
(repeat) 
 
Words: John L bell and graham Maule, 1995.  Music: John L Bell, 2005 
Words and music copyright @ 1995, 2007 WGRG, Iona Community, 
Scotland All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

Prayers of the People 
One: Loving God, we all want to be healthy and whole, to live 
 lives that are free and easy. 
All: But life, for all its joys, can also be difficult.  Life can 
 be painful. 
One: We turn away from wholeness, and pursue our narrow-
 minded ways. 
All: We turn away from healing, and follow selfish paths. 
One: We turn away from wholeness, and wonder where you are 
 in the darkness. 
All: We turn away from healing, and wonder where you 
 are in our pain. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: We feel alone, because we have turned away from you. 
All: We feel fragmented, because we have turned away 
 from wholeness. 
One: And yet, you are present with us in our suffering.  You 
 who once suffered, understand our pain. 
All: In our darkness, you are present.  In our loneliness 
 you are with us. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: We turn back to you, and find we no longer feel alone. 
All: We turn back to wholeness, and find a whole world 
 eager to welcome us. 
One: We turn back to our neighbours, and find delight in their 
 embrace. 
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All: We turn back to our community, and find we feel at 
 home. 
One: We find wholeness.  Praise God. 
All: We find healing.  Thanks be to God. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

Lord's Prayer (from the New Zealand Prayer Book, 1997) 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother 
of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 
world! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our 
hope and come on earth. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we 
absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of 
temptation and testing, strengthen us. From trials too 
great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, 
free us. 
 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

WE GO - TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
HEALING OF THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn - #157MV “I Am a Child of God”  
 

*Extinguishing the Christ Candle 
One: We extinguish this candle – the Christ candle – knowing 
 that Christ continues to be present, in us, with us, and 
 through us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


