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 WHAT’s BEEN HAPPENING?  
 

From Rev. Paul, 2021 Awaits! 
2020 was certainly quite a year! A year of change and challenge. A year 
of new opportunities and learnings. A year of new relationships.  
          By the time you read this, we should be very near the “Longest 
Night” of the year, which is on December 21 this year. The “Longest 
Night” means that we are surrounded by darkness. I have heard from 
many people that they are feeling the darkness more this year. Because 
of COVID and all the social and personal changes that has brought, 
many of us are feeling isolated and lonely.  
          We are not able to connect with friends and families in the ways 
that we want to. This year, this feeling of darkness is something we all 
have in common. So, I hope that we all participate in our Longest Night 
Service. We all have something to grieve, and it’s important that we make 
space to do that. Acknowledging our grief on Dec 21 helps us to enjoy 
the gifts of Christmas Day more easily.  
          But the Longest Night signifies more than that. It also reminds us 
that tomorrow, days will start to get longer.  

 Light is returning, in the skies and in our lives.  
 COVID vaccines are now arriving in Canada.  
 We are now able to broadcast worship from our newly-updated 

sanctuary.  
 We are moving forwards as a congregation. More light is coming. 

More light is here.  
 
I invite you – right now – to take a deep breath. Pause for a moment. 
Rest. Feel. Be. Find your quiet centre. And from that quiet centre, let us 
reflect on the coming of a new year. A year that will be new to us in lots 
of ways.  
          I’m honoured to be in ministry with and for you. And I can’t wait to 
see what 2021 brings!       

 

A Christmas Note 

The Pandemic is hard on all of us, 
but we all need to remember and 
reach out to our "Church Family”, 
many of whom are suffering 
loneliness in this time of isolation. 
“Pay it forward” in some small 
way! Make a phone call, send a 
text, email, or a note in the mail. 
Check in to see if you can offer 
help to someone by running an 
errand, picking up groceries, etc.  

Just hearing a familiar voice 
brings joy to someone who is 
isolated at home alone. If you 
know someone who you think 
might like to receive a phone visit 
please let us know, and with their 
permission, we will add them to 
our list. 

For Pastoral Care needs, please 
reach out to Reverend Paul 
Shepherd (1-647-700-7129), 
directly for emergencies, or leave 
a message at the Church Office 
(519-753-1248) 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from the Pastoral 
Care Committee 

Submitted by BJ Leighton 

We’re still not ready to worship in our sanctuary, but we are 
preparing.  Once we’re ready to come back to the sanctuary 
we’ll get the word out quickly – watch for newsletter, 
SNIPPETS, website, outdoor church sign notices!   
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What else is new? 
From the church office:   
 
OFFICE HOURS CHANGING:  Please note effective 
January 1, 2021 the church office will be closed 
Mondays (emails & phone messages will be 
checked), and opened Tuesday to Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 
SIGN-IN SHEETS:  You will now notice that the 
entrances at Sydenham Street, Dundas Street and 
the lower parking lot doors are now set up with hand 
sanitizing stations and a sign-in sheet.  Everyone 
coming into (and leaving) the church will be required 
to ‘sign-in’ (and out) to let us know where you will be 
in the church.  This will help us with our Trace 
Contact requirements under COVID regulations 
COVID PROTOCOL GUIDELINES:  are now posted 
in Calder Hall Auditorium on the large bulletin board.  
If you have read them on-line, please take some time 
and check them out    
 
Music Ministry Update:  December is a very busy 
month for music at Sydenham-Heritage. Thank you 
to our always-willing virtual choir members and 
soloists throughout the church who have volunteered 
their time and effort towards making our Christmas 
music special this year. We are excited to begin live-
streamed services, but will continue to record our 
voices and wind instruments virtually. Lastly, for 
anyone who wants to include a musical performance 
of any kind this advent season, please call Trevor 
Dalton at 705-930-8383 and he will be more than 
willing to put music together with you. 
 
Prayer Group Update:  Taking time for 
prayer.  Taking time to be one with God.  Taking time 
to be intentional in thought.  Join us Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. for the Prayer Group.  Also, if 
you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please 
email Jane Baxter at guiderjane@rogers.com and 
I’ll include the name.  The zoom link is on the SHUC 
website calendar.  All are welcome!  

 

 
The Flooring Story:  At the August board meeting 
it was decided that the sanctuary floor needed to 
be refinished. It was very difficult finding a 
contractor to do such a large job. Finally, after 
much searching a contractor in Cambridge had 
both good pricing and references.  
It was a huge undertaking. The pews had to be 
unfastened from the floor and all moved to the 
back of the church so the first half of the floor could 
be refinished and then moved to the front after a 
week of drying.  We also removed the carpet and 
communion rail on the platform and had that 
flooring refinished as well. The floor is nearly 100 
years old and discolorations due to carpeting, 
sunlight and damp mopping were inevitable. A 
water based clear coat was used on the floor as it 
is more water resistant but may not last as long as 
an oil base. The finish should last about 10 years 
but will require new coats in the areas between the 
pews where there is foot scraping and wear.  
We estimated the floor was refinished once before 
about 60 years ago, and it can't be sanded again 
or we will lose the integrity of the floor. Some extra 
applications were needed to lighten up the colour 
because of the amount of wear. This took about a 
week longer and cost a little more money but it was 
worth it. The floor looks beautiful. New fans were 
installed in the sanctuary as the present ones were 
over 30 years old.  
Now, for the rest of the story. I had always kept in 
touch with Gordon Welsh up until his death last 
month by visiting and over telephone calls. He was 
a good friend and we had many good discussions 
while he resided in the retirement home in 
Burlington. Gordon always wanted to know what 
was going on at his church. One of our 
conversations was about the refinishing of the 
sanctuary floor. He generously donated $8,000 to 
cover the floor with the remainder to be applied to 
the new floor in the basement.   
Larry Pickard, Co-chair Property Committee 
 
 

Are you having difficulty with technology? 
Are you wanting to join in the Sunday morning services on TWITCH? Or join a meeting through 
ZOOM?  Would you like to learn how to use the on-line calendar on the church’s website?  Not sure 
where to start – it’s easy!  Just call the office (519-753-1248) and ask for Tech help.  Once we know 
where your Tech expertise is needed, we can match you up with a willing mentor.  Don’t be left out 
because you think you can’t do it – reach out so we can help you become connected.  
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Checking in with….  
 

Sydenham-Heritage United Church is hosting a 
seven-week session of on-line Presentations and 
Discussions entitled Ending Life Well.  The 
sessions will run Thursday evenings, beginning 
January 7th. There will be professional presenters 
followed by Questions and Answers.   
 
January 7th session is Legal Issues (power of 
attorney, wills, living wills, executor, probate , etc.) 
With guest speaker from Waterous Holden Amey 
Hichen Lawyers - John G. Morrissey, Lawyer - 
January 14th session is Hospice with guest 
speaker from Stedman Hospice - Jen Cherniavsky 
RN, PN, BScN, Med 

*** 
 
 
The Stewardship/Outreach committees worked 
jointly on two projects. Christmas Baskets as of 
today’s date has netted $2000.00. The Sock Project 
donations will go to Roger Boyd’s Street Ministry. A 
special THANK YOU to the Sydenham-Heritage 
family for their generosity.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All. 
 

 Discussion Group for the book 
 

Evolving Christianity  
by Rev. Paul Shepherd 

 
This book takes a reflective - and scientific - look at 
Christianity and asks the simple question - “Can 
Christianity be made to work better today fighting 
racism and sexism”. The answer is of course, yes! 
 

The book develops 6 Christian First Principles and 
argues that Christianity today should work to 
uphold those principles not only in word, but in 
action. 
 

The 6 Principles are then tested against real-world 
problems that we face today. 
 
The book is available at the Five Oaks book store, 
on Amazon (paperback or e-book), or from the 
trunk of Rev. Paul’s car. 
 
Meetings will be online, starting at 7 pm. Meeting 
links are on the church calendar @ sydenham-
heritage.ca (home page, scroll down). 
 

Date Focus for the week 

Jan 11 Setting the stage: Intro and Part 1 

Jan 18 Principles 1-3 (Part 2 - Chapter 6) 

Jan 25 Principles 4-6 (Ch. 7- end Part 2) 

Feb 1 Applications 1: (Part 3 - Chapter 13) 

Feb 8 Applications 2: (Ch. 14 – book end) 

 
For more information contact Rev. Paul: 
Phone/Text/WhatsApp: 647-700-7129 
Email: paul.shuc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
ALWAYS wear your mask! 

It doesn’t just keep you safe – it keeps those 
around you safe.  So, you don’t wear a mask for 

yourself…. You wear it for those you love! 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…. 

 

Thanks to Ruth Pickard and her 
Christmas decorating team of 
Bonnie Roberts, Carol Stinson 

and Terry Matheson, the 
sanctuary is beautifully dressed 

for the Advent/Christmas 
season. Many thanks also to 
the donations of Christmas 

poinsettias 
 
 

******* 
 
From the Picketts Family: 
Every year I write an “Ode to Christmas” to be sent to family and friends.  Members of Sydenham-
Heritage will remember that, for over a year, we had listed in our pray request group our grand-
nephew, Marcus who was suffering from cancer.  Many of you too will remember our good friend, 
Terry Mears.  
This is how my Ode to Christmas poem ends this year: 
 
We were saddened last month 
To lose Terry Mears. 
A very special friend. 
We’ve shed many tears. 
 
Life’s lessons can be hard 
With a pandemic raging 
And lately I’ve realized 
That I really am aging. 
 
But the toughest of all 
Came in August this year 
When cancer took Marcus, 
Our grand nephew so dear. 
 
Marcus knew the Christ child. 
He was a personal friend. 
His cancer was relentless 
But his faith never did bend. 

And his spirit lives on 
I can feel it in me. 
That’s why we have Christmas 
As I’m sure you can see. 
 
Because the spirit lives in us. 
Each year born anew; 
To new life that even 
A virus can’t skew 
 
So celebrate Christmas 
With all of your might 
As, after a hard year, 
We turn to the light. 
 
Find love everywhere, 
In the people you meet, 
And know that we love you 
Like that baby so sweet.   

 
An Advent message: 
As we draw closer to the blessed birth of Jesus, we are reminded of the hope we experience in every 
day events.  We have beautiful sunshine bringing sparkle to our December days.  Days that don’t 
sparkle as much, we ask God to give our hearts peace.  We are filled with joy as our anticipation grows 
stronger this Advent season.  I pray each of you finds hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas in a 
challenging year.  The Holy Spirit is with you when you experience alone times, times zooming with 
family and friends or having front porch visits.  God bless each of you.  Jane Baxter, Student Minister 


