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 WHAT’s BEEN HAPPENING?  
 

Are you feeling out of touch with SHUC? 
Missing worship on Sunday mornings? 
Did you know that you can join us for online services every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. using the TWITCH link found on the church 
website calendar? 
  
If you can’t join us Sunday morning you can see the service any time you 
like, on YouTube.com.  Just search for Sydenham-Heritage and all the 
services will be listed there. Find us on Instagram too at 
sydenhamheritageunitedchurch. 
 
After church services end, you can switch to ZOOM for coffee hour 
using the link again found on the church website calendar. Don’t forget 
to have your coffee ready. 
 
For past reflections and services, go to paulshepherd.ca and click on 
“reflections”. That page gives links to reflections (in print form and in 
video) and a link to the weekly worship services. 
 
If you don’t have a computer, tablet or I-pad you can participate in 
meetings over your phone by using 1-647-558-0588.  Once connected 
just use Meeting ID #206 091 532 (Sunday Church Service & Coffee 
starting at 10:30 am), Meeting ID # 632 483 3913 (Tuesday Prayer 
Group at 6:30 pm) Meeting ID #180 614 246 (Wednesday Informal 
coffee 10:30 am) – If you need help connecting, call the church. 
 
Have you been missing out on the weekly newsletter emails?  If you wish 
you can go to our website at Sydenham-Heritage.ca and subscribe to 
our newsletter SHUC SNIPPETS which is delivered to your email INBOX 
every Thursday afternoon.   

 

Celebrations!! 
 

November Birthdays 

Nov 1 - Lawrence Jackson  

Nov 3 – Doreen Maynard 

Nov 6 – Norma Myke 

Nov 10 – Ken Sage 

Nov 12 – Nancy Edmondson 

Nov 14 - Brenda Dunsdon 

Nov 14 – Con Estoesta 

Nov 17 – Gail Merritt 

Nov 21 - Carol Nock 

Nov 29 – Elaine Urbanowicz 

Nov 29 – Peggy Day 

Nov 30 – Shirley Buck 

Happy Birthday to all our 
celebrants and if we missed you, 
we hope you have a Happy 
Birthday as well!!!  

Do you struggle to find joy at Christmas?  Christmas can be a 
painful time for many people because of loss of loved ones, 
unemployment, hurtful memories of Christmases past, loneliness.  
We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness; we need 
to know that we are not alone.  Join us Monday, December 21st. 
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What else is new? 

Even though we’re apart, we still keep planning 

 
Parking Lot Gets a Facelift 

 
Two years ago, Larry asked me to help him change 
the front lawns and boulevard into a more water wise 
configuration. Through mainly the use of coloured 
mulch and donated hosta, we feel that we have 
achieved that goal. 
 
Now it was time to give the area around the parking 
lot a facelift. Although the area in front of the 
auditorium had been addressed and nicely 
maintained, the remainder of the periphery was 
mainly weeds. Last year we added some hosta and 
lilies, but it was still quite plain.  
 
Luckily, Fran MacLean, a woman who had once lived 
on Sydenham St., contacted Larry and offered the 
church ten ornamental plum trees that she no longer 
wanted. 
 
On Thursday, November 5, Cindy, Sonny, Larry and 
I spent the morning extracting these trees and 
replanting them around the parking lot. Hopefully, 
they will survive our winter and greatly add to the look 
of this area. 
 
Enjoy the view! 
Submitted by Wayne Clark 

 

Wayne, Larry, 
Cindy & Sonny 
helping with our 
new ornamental 
plum trees donated 
by Fran MacLean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your 
help in beautifying 
our gardens & 
parking lot. 
 

From Trevor Dalton, Music Director: 

It's official! As the music director of SHUC I am incredibly excited to continue working with our amazing 
church family in creating beautiful, memorable and high-quality music. We are constantly finding new 
ways to improve our online music and can't wait to share these with the congregation going forward. It 
is amazing how far we have come from the first days of low-quality recordings to today, with video 
collages of our choir singing together. And as always, everyone is invited to join the choir and we are 
always in need of more voices.  Even if you don't read music, come join us! 

A request from Property/Fix-it: 

Calder Hall is in need of some TLC.  Property would love to update the auditorium floor and give this 
room a make-over that would match all the renovations happening in the rest of the church building.  
There is one problem, they don’t have this in their budget, so if you’re looking for a Christmas project or 
would just like to help with the ongoing renovations cost, please consider making a donation to the 
Calder Hall Project.  Any and all donations would be greatly appreciated.  
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Checking in with….  
 
One of my many mentors is a Roman Catholic priest 
by the name of Father Gregory Boyle.  Father Boyle 
is the parish priest in a diocese in downtown Los 
Angeles.  When he arrived at his new parish, Father 
Boyle soon realized that he was smack in the middle 
of the two largest low-cost housing developments in 
the city where poverty was the norm and gangs were 
the rulers of the streets.  Many of his charges were 
living on the street after leaving intolerable family or 
gang lives. 
Father Doyle soon realized that he could best help 
these people by finding them jobs.  A job would do a 
great deal to help not only financially but also 
emotionally and to make self confidence.  He 
managed to acquire a bakery next door to the church 
and began hiring the homies to bake 
bread.  Homeboys Industries now has many 
businesses to employ his many homies 
He often is called upon for speaking engagements by 
many organizations and, when he goes to speak, he 
likes to take two of the homies with him and just asks 
them to tell their stories. He relates how, on one 
occasion he was driving to a speaking engagement 
with two homies who one of them, Manuel, gets a text 
on his cell phone and bursts out laughing.  “What’s 
so funny?”, Boyle asks. 
 
Manuel replies, “That idiot, 
Snoopy, just texted me.”  (Snoopy 
is another homie who works with 
Miguel in the bakery).  It reads, 
“Hey Manuel, it’s me, Snoop.  They’ve got me locked 
up in the county jail.  They’re accusing me of being 
the ugliest dude in America.  You’ve got to get down 
here right now.  Show ‘em they’ve got the wrong 
guy!” 
 
As he broke out in laughter Father Boyle marvelled 
at the exchange, Snoopy and Manuel were members 
of rival gangs.  A short time ago they had been 
shooting bullets at each other.  Now they are 
shooting text messages.  “That is because they have 
found kinship,” he says.  
 
I realize that this is Father Boyle telling us how he 
fulfills our mission of building the Kin-dom of God. 
 
Submitted by  
Darrell Picketts 
 

 Outreach & Stewardship Committee 
We are well aware of this scary year 2020.  
However; it is important to realize that we are still 
here, moving forward, adapting constantly, still 
offering thanks and most importantly we are still 
doing it all together. 
As we approach this season of Advent, hopefully we 
reflect upon its meaning.  We understand that we 
have the luxury of feeling joyful, hopeful, peaceful 
and loving.  However; there are many in this 
community that do not have these feelings.  They 
are fearful, hungry, cold and without hope.  Let us 
all remember what we have and give as generously 
as we are able to at least give the less fortunate 
some warmth for the long winter ahead. 
Warm mittens, toques, socks and scarves, knitted or 
purchased, will go a long way to warm people up.  
As the Scandinavian saying goes, “There’s no bad 
weather, only bad clothing.’  If we open our grateful 
hearts we will be warmed inside as well as outside. 
All donations are greatly appreciated and can be left 
in a bin by the church office up 
until December 15th.  All sizes, 
children to adults are accepted.  
We will be giving to programs 
supporting the less fortunate in 
our community. 
 
Submitted by  
Gail Merritt  
 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS PROJECT! 
We are looking for help in the form 
of financial donations to The 
Christmas Baskets program 
this year. This year, because of 
COVID, The Christmas Baskets 
Project will be handing out gift cards instead of food 
baskets.  If you are able to donate please drop it by 
the church office and don’t forget to mark the 
envelope "Christmas Baskets Project”.  Cheques 
should be made payable to Sydenham-Heritage 
United Church.  
 
Deadline for your donations is December 13, 2020 
 
Submitted by  
Verna Timpener 
 

This Photo by 
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Keep November 29th on your calendar! 

 

This is the news you’ve been waiting to hear – we are working towards opening our church building to resume 
worshiping in our sanctuary.   

We are tentatively looking at November 29th (First Sunday in Advent) for our first in person service.  Keep in 
mind that this isn’t etched in stone as we have several hurdles to get over first. We need to have the 
audio/visual equipment up & running and training completed, we need the re-opening committee to mark off 
socially distanced seating in our sanctuary, we need to ensure that everyone has familiarized themselves with 
our COVID protocol and we need you to register by calling the church office to let us know if you are planning 
to attend, the date you are attending and how many from your household would be attending with you. When 
you call to register to attend services you will be asked to leave names & phone numbers for contact tracing. 

Keep in mind that if anything changes – the equipment isn’t installed or training doesn’t happen, or if COVID 
restrictions change; we will move our re-opening date accordingly, so keep checking the website, facebook or 
call the office. 

Most importantly remember church won’t be the same as it was.  It is so important to ensure everyone’s safety 
– so if you are feeling unwell at all or can’t wear a facemask for prolonged periods, please stay home and 
continue to join us on-line.   

As per our approved COVID protocols (you can find them posted in Calder Hall, or on our church website 
under What’s Happening) you will be required to wear a face mask at all times while you are inside the 
building.  There will be sanitizing stations at the designated entry doors. Only the Sydenham Street door and 
Dundas Street (accessible) door will be opened (no earlier than 30 minutes before services begin).  All other 
doors will remain locked.  

Once you are directed to a pew and seated in the sanctuary you will be required to stay in your pew, there will 
be no singing (humming is allowed), no hymn books or bibles (unless you bring your own from home); no order 
of service (everything will be noted on the overhead screens). Once service is over you will be directed by the 
ushers and greeters to leave the sanctuary and head directly outside.  There will be no socializing inside the 
building.  We know this will be difficult but also know that it won’t be like this forever. 

Keep watching for updates! 

From Jane Baxter, Student Minister 
Prayer Group meets every Monday night at 6:30 pm on line.  Look for the links on the church website 
calendar.  All are welcome. 

Upcoming Dates to put on your Calendar:  Longest Night Service (A service of grieving and healing), 
Monday, December 21st at 7:00 pm and Christmas Eve Service, Thursday, December 24th at 7:00 pm.  
Watch for updates. 

IT’S YOUR TURN!  Do you have an idea of an article you’d like to see in the next newsletter?  Do you 
have a story you’d like to share?  Does your group or committee have a project they would like 
everyone to know about?  Then we’d like to hear from you.  Please submit your ideas and stories to the 
church – label your note or email with “Newsletter article”.   Thanks for those who have been sharing 
ideas and pictures.  It’s nice to see what’s been happening while we’ve been away from the church 
building.  Looking forward to seeing more stories from our readers. 

 


