
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At Home & Needing Our Prayers: Heather  
MacMillan, Jean Maich; Ruth Hawkins; Martin  
Porter; Marion Brose, Trevor Kuris; Megan Cousins; 
Richard & Gillian Street; Dolly & Jim Mammourias; 
Maureen Hall-Gilmore (fall); Lawrence Jackson 
John Noble: Emily Wood,  Norma Kirkby  
St. Joe’s Lifecare: Bob Bell  
BGH: Carey Maynard, Lorna Harrington, Delores Jackson 
Prayer Cycle: January 9th - Fonthill 

SYDENHAM-HERITAGE  
NEWS 

January 9, 2022 

Sunday, January 09 
BAPTISM OF JESUS 
10:00am Worship (Zoom) 
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, January 10 
7:00pm Worship (Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, January 11 
6:30pm Prayer Group (Zoom) 
7:00pm Stewardship/Outreach (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, January 12 
10:30am Coffee (Zoom) 
2:00pm Pastoral Care (Zoom) 
7:00pm Board (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, January 13 
10:00am Stewardship Team (Zoom) 
7:00pm Choir (Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 09 
EPIPHANY 
10:00am Worship (Zoom) 
10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

 

SYDENHAM-HERITAGE   
UNITED CHURCH 

January 9, 2022 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service @ Seasons Bell Lane, 55 Diana 
10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday School & Nursery 

120 Sydenham Street 

Brantford, Ontario N3R 3Y8 
PHONE: 519-753-1248 FAX: 519-753-1965 

WEBSITE: sydenham-heritage.ca 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: sydenham.heritage@gmail.com 

Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
phone 647-700-7129 email: paul.shuc@gmail.com 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
Building the Kin-dom of God 
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Welcome to Worship! 

VU refers to Voices United, MV refers to More Voices 
 

While reading our bulletin you will notice some bold print. This 
indicates that the congregation will read these passages aloud 
together.   
 

Please note that the Hymns will not be announced 
 

*Indicates to stand as you are able    
 

Musical Prelude  
 

WE GATHER  
 

Acknowledging the Land 
One: For thousands of years First Nations people have walked in 
 this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of 
 their lives and spirituality. 
 We are gathered today on the traditional territory of the 
 Neutral, Anishnawbe and Haudenosaunee peoples. 
All: We acknowledge their stewardship of this land 
 throughout the ages. 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Salaam (traditional Muslim greeting) 
One: May peace be upon you, as well as the mercy and the 
 blessings of God. 
All: May peace be upon you, as well as the mercy and the 
 blessings of God. 
Time of contemplation 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn - #82VU “A Light is Gleaming”  
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
One: We light this candle – the Christ candle – to remind ourselves 
 us that Christ is present in our midst. 
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Sung Blessings - “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know God will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe.   
Reach out to others, so all the world will see. 
God will be there, present in our love. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 

Join us for coffee 
go to sydenham-heritage.ca, scroll down to the 
calendar, and click the link for Sunday ZOOM 

 
 
 

 
 

MINISTERS - ALL OF US BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
Rev. Dr. Paul Shepherd, Minister 
Rev. Wayne Myhre, Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Con Estoesta, Minister Emeritus 
Trevor Dalton, Music Director 
Linda Brown, Custodian      
Aileen Johnston, Office Coordinator  
Audio/Video Techs, Lyle Sylvester, Jim Linington 
Organists Bell Lane, Cynthia Advincula, Ruth Sylvester,  
Pat Dawood 
 

When visiting the church PLEASE  
remember to SIGN IN and have 

PROOF OF VACCINATION and 
IDENTIFICATION with you 
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One: With your love and guidance, we move forward. 
All: With the support of each other, we move forward. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

Lord’s Prayer (from Central America) 
Our Father, who is in us here on earth, holy is your name 
in the hungry who share their bread and song. 
Your kingdom come, a generous land where confidence 
and truth reign. Let us do your will, being a cool breeze for 
those who sweat. You are giving us our daily bread when 
we manage to get back our lands or to get a fairer wage.  
Forgive us for keeping silent in the face of injustice and for 
burying our dreams.  Don’t let us fall into the temptation of 
taking up the same arms as the enemy, but deliver us from 
the evil that disunites us.  
And we shall have believed in humanity and in life and we 
shall have known your kingdom which is being built 
forever and ever.  
 

WE GO - TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HEALING 
OF THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn - #87VU “I Am the Light of the World”  
 

*Extinguishing the Christ Candle 
One: We extinguish this candle – the Christ candle – knowing 
 that Christ continues to be present, in us, with us, and 
 through us. 
 

*Commissioning 

One: In a world that cries out, “fear me” 
All: we will listen to Jesus’s words, “Don’t be afraid” 
One: In a world that wants us to hate the other … 
All: we will live Jesus’s call: “Love God, Love your 
 neighbour, and Love yourself” 
One: In a world that radicalizes … 
All: We too will be radical.  Radical with our hospitality.  
 Radical with our hope.  Radical with our love. 
 

*Benediction  
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*Call to Worship  

One: This is no ordinary place.  This is a house of God. 
All: This is a place where prophets cry out for justice and 
 peace. 
One: This is a place where God reaches into the centres of our 
 lives, offering us the gift of holy love. 
All: This is no ordinary gathering.  This is a house of God. 
 

Prayer of Approach (unison) 
God, creation sings of your creative spirit and your 
goodness: from pastoral countrysides to reaching 
skyscrapers, from untamed wilderness to cookie-cutter 
suburbs; from spacious beaches to crowded city streets; 
wherever we are right now, creation speaks. 
Forgive us when we fail to join creation in her continual 
song.  Forgive us when we pretend that creation is ours to 
simply take and control.  Forgive us when we forget that 
we ourselves are a part of creation and fail to see how we 
impact on the places we love and the places that nurture 
us.  Forgive us when we forget to sing praises to all 
creation.  Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

WE HEAR 
 

Readings from Scripture 

Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, 
myth or story, listen to these words now for the teaching they 
hold for you today. 
 

Acts 8:14-17 
 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them.  The two went down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus).  Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

Luke 3:15-22 
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might  
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be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming;  
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.  He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in 
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good 
news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked 
by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of 
all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by 
shutting up John in prison. 
 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

One: Within these words, let us hear the word of God 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Ministry  
 

Reflection - Christ has no body now but yours. 
 

WE REFLECT 
 

*Hymn - #79MV “Spirit, Open My Heart”  
 

Invitation to Offering 

 

*Offering Dedication - #539VU (v1) “God of All Good”  

God of all good, our gifts we bring to you,  
use them your holy purpose to fulfill; 
tokens of love and pledges brought anew,  
that our whole life is offered to your will. 
 
Words: Albert F. Bayly 1962.  Music: Sydney Watson 1964. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

*Offering Prayer  (unison) [by Robin Wardlaw] 

All you who hunger, gather round.  All you who thirst for 
God, listen up. 
Here are the seeds of something great and good. 
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With these gifts, we give seeds of love and justice to sow 
in our world.  Amen. 
 

Preparation for Prayer - #21MV “Open Our Hearts” 
Open our hearts, open our minds.   
Open our lives to you O loving God. 
(sing 3 times) 
 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee copyright @ Jim and Jean Strathdee, 
2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-724934 
 

Prayers of the People  
One: God of relationship, sometimes we feel lost, because we 
 deeply feel loss in our own lives. 
All: We feel broken, as if our lives have been smashed 
 into pieces. 
One: What gave us our identity has been stripped away. 
All: What gave us hope has been taken from us 
One: What gave our lives meaning has been removed from us 
All: What gave us peace of mind is gone 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: We grieve because we have loved.  We grieve because 
 we care. 
All: We are so grateful that we have loved.  We are 
 thankful that we care. 
Out: Our pain is caused by the loss of what we loved, and we 
 are glad that we did love. 
All: Our pain is caused by the loss of what gave us 
 meaning, and we are glad we did find meaning. 
One: Our pain is caused by the loss of our identity, and we are 
 glad we know who we are. 
All: Our pain is caused by the loss of security, and we are 
 glad we know what it feels like to feel secure. 
 

(share the prayers of your heart, silently or out loud) 
 

One: God of compassion, We long for the past, but are driven 
 to move into our future. 
All: We want to hide in the past, but yearn for a new 
 future. 
One: Help us to find paths back to wholeness. 
All: Help us to find paths back to healing. 
 


