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Tues Dec 21 @ 7 pm

Longest Night Service 
a service of grieving and healing

Fri Dec 24 @ 7 pm

Christmas Eve Service

Please join with us for 
these special services:



Advent!

Dear Sydenham-Heritage 
United Church family! 

Well, it's Advent. Again. How 
many times do you think – 
between us all – we've 
experienced Advent? I'm not 
sure myself, but I'm sure that 
between all of us we have seen 
Advent well over 5000 times. 

After so many Advents, 
what are we expecting this 
year? Are we expecting an 
Advent that is special 
because it is what we are 
used to, or are we 
expecting an Advent that is 
special because it catches us 
off-guard. Unawares. Is Advent 
about preserving our past, or 
about finding new life? With 
luck, I think it’s really a bit of 
both. 

One of my favourite Advent 
family activities is getting a 
Christmas tree. We always go to 
a tree farm, for what we call 
“tree hunting”. After we arrive 
at the farm, we start by debating 
and discussing the relative 
merits of the different available 

tree species. Then we walk into 
the part of the farm where we 
expect to find trees of that 
species. 

Then, the real fun begins. 
Because we all have a voice. We 
all have ideas of what we are 
looking for. Someone will 
always select a tree right by the 
road, so that it's easy to extract. 

But we reject that one 
and tramp into the 
field. And our voices 
blend. If the tree is 
shaped perfectly 
enough for one of us, 

it's probably too small 
for someone else. If the tree is 
pretty enough for one of us, it's 
probably the wrong species for 
someone else. 

And that's what I love - that tree 
hunting brings out our different 
voices. 

Because as we all know - and as 
my family rediscovers every 
year - tree hunting is not about 
finding the prefect tree. It is not 
about finding the prefect 
compromise either! 

Tree hunting is about 
discovering that each tree is a 
unique gift. And a field of trees 
is a field of gifts that can be 
discovered and embraced. And 
through discovering and 
embracing different 
trees, my family 
discovers and 
embraces itself in new 
ways too. 

To me, Advent is like 
tree hunting. Every year we feel 
the need to do particular things 
to “make it feel like Christmas”. 
And that's a good thing. I'm sure 
we all have particular traditions 
that speak to us. Traditions do 
help it "feel like Christmas”. 

But at the same time, Advent is 
about looking for something 
that does not exist in a nice neat 
package. Although we are 
waiting for the birth of Jesus, 
we are not really expecting to 
find Jesus in the form of a baby 
- are we? Really? 

The gift of Advent is that we are 
looking for something, but we 

are not sure what form it will 
take this year. We are looking 
for something that we might not 
even recognize right away. 

The “good news” is that what 
we are looking for is in fact all 

around us. The spirit 
of Jesus is 
everywhere we might 
think to look for it - 
as long as we look 
with big eyes. 

We can and will find the spirit 
in our own community - in each 
other. I hope that we will 
discover and embrace the 
unique gift that each of us 
already is. 

The journey of Advent begins 
by searching, but in ends in the 
heart. 

With the Blessings of 
Christmas, 

... Rev. Paul

“Gratitude turns 
what we have 
into enough.”

“The road to 
success is always 
under construction.”



Advent!


